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Surnames and Their Evolution 


This is my effort to organize the relationships of the S family research and DNA results in the hopes of 
discovering connections. The goal is to FIND OUR COMMON ANCESTOR! In spite of DNA, confirmation 
must come from actual documentation, especially when one gets beyond the 4X great grandparents. That means 
church records, ships’ lists and lots of luck. 


If my conjectures are correct, we share a common ancestor who was living in Germany in the first half of the 
1700’s. He either emigrated or he witnessed his siblings, sons and daughters, and cousins leave home. 


What Y- DNA findings reveal, and autosomal supports, is the Shanabarger, Shinaberry and Shinabarger lines are 
from a common ancestor most probably born sometime in the early 1700s in Germany. Shanabarger appears to 
be the OLDEST line. Shinaberry and Shinabarger seem to share a common ancestor born a generation or two 
later. These timelines are FLUID, nothing can be exact unless a paper trail can be established. 
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DNA test results of a 
descendant of my 4X great-grandfather John Shinabarger 1764. He is used as a reference base even 
though several other Shinabarger descendants have tested and further confirm results. Tested are two 
Shanabargers; I use the son as he has completed more in-depth testing. Two Shinaberry descendants 
have tested who I believe trace generations back to a pair of siblings. Many others have tested 
autosomal DNA with various organizations. If I refer to “our line” it is the Shinabarger line I use as a 
base reference. 
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Keep in mind there are 111 markers that Y-DNA examines, the more markers two men match the 
closer the relationship; matching 109/111 means a Genetic Distance of 2/GD2. (Also, bear in mind that 
Shinabarger siblings born less than 5 years apart were a GD2, another sibling born 10 years later is a 
GD1. DNA mutates very slowly but is also very random.) Even more so with autosomal DNA we 
inherit DNA from all our grandparents - less and less passed to each new generation. It not uncommon 
for one to inherit no DNA or far too little to measure from a 4X great-grandparent. 


In the following summary, my references are to the Y-DNA test results of a descendant of my 4X 
great-grandfather John Shinabarger 1764. He is used as a reference base even though several other 
Shinabarger descendants have tested and further confirm results. Tested are two Shanabargers; I use the 
son as he has completed more in-depth testing. Two Shinaberry descendants have tested who I believe 
trace generations back to a pair of siblings. Many others have tested autosomal DNA with various 
organizations. If I refer to “our line” it is the Shinabarger line I use as a base reference. 


As comparison, descendants of: 

Michael Shanabarger 1745 to Jacob Shinaberry ca 1760 matches GD3 
Michael Shanabarger 1745 to Michael Shinaberry ca 1773 matches GD4 
Michael Shanabarger 1745 to John Shinabarger 1764 matches GD6 
Jacob Shinaberry ca 1760 to Michael Shinaberry ca 1773 matches GD 4 
Shinabarger Sibling A with Shinabarger Sibling B matches GD2 
Shinabarger Sibling A with Shinabarger Sibling C matches GD1 
Shinabarger Sibling B with Shinabarger Sibling C matches GD1 
Shinabarger Sibling A with Shinabarger Half 2 Cousin matches GD3 


Schonberger 


Arriving 27 Aug 1785 aboard the Ship Adolph into Philadelphia, PA, were siblings Johannes (with wife and 
family), George, Peter, and Apollonia Schénberger Schmucker (with husband and family). Families settled 
around Lancaster and then Heidelberg, Lehigh, PA. George settled Huntingdon County and established steel 
mills there. Family generally were master tailors and blacksmiths. 


Ancestors originated around Fischenthal, Zurich, Switzerland possibly as early as 1530, emigrated by 1659 to 
the area of Ober-Mossau, Hessen, Germany until emigrating to North America. Ulrich Schénberger and 
Magdalena Pfund were 2X great-grandparents to Schénberger siblings who emigrated. 


There is a reference, as yet unverified, that Georg Schénberger first traveled to America in 1779, along with a 
nephew Peter, to gain. Other records do support this earlier visit by George. He married during this stay in 
Pennsylvania and it was during this time that his son Peter was born. He then returned to Germany and he is 
seen in the ships’ lists as returning in 1785 with his siblings. 


DNA tests: W M Schoenberger 8X great-grandson to Ulrich matches the Haplogroup R1b...Z198. E 
Schoenberger of Ohio tested R-L176. An unknown R Schoeneberger tested G-M201. James Shambarger R- 
U106 and Patrick Shambarger R-M269 are 3C1R. (all claim Ulrich as patriarch.) 


Comparison of Schoenberger and Shinabarger shows a marker match of 73/111 (there are no shared private 
mutations). 


The man who is the most recent common ancestor of the Shoenberger R - FT 40720 line is estimated to have 
been born around 1316. Considering a generation is considered to be about 25 years, this would place this 
ancestor over 400 years or 16+ generations before our line appears in 1764. If there is any relationship between 
these two lines, it is far too distant to measure. 


Variatons on surname: Schénenberger, Schénberger, Shoenebarger, later descendents used Shambarger, 
Shumberger 


Shanabarger 


The first record of a Shanabarger was Michael Shanabarger born about 1745; he died 1813 in Middletown, 
Frederick County, Maryland. Most of his children remained in that area while some settled in Funkstown. One 
son, Georg Michael born 1769, moved to Lucas, Richmond, Ohio. 


I have not located immigrant Shanabarger. The similarities in dates, places and naming would indicate that this 
line is descended from the above Schénberger but DNA does not support this; sometimes there is confusion 
among the families’ siblings after arriving into America. 


DNA tests: two Shanabargers have tested, a father and son. They are R-Z198 and a GD6 (105/111) from our 
Shinabarger and GD7 from our Shinaberry testers. BigY comparisons would place the Shanabarger line one or 
two generations earlier but definitely sharing a common ancestor. The man who is the most recent common 
ancestor of this R - FT89571 line is estimated to have been born around 1736. 


Variations on surname: The surname Shanabarger remained consistent but misspellings of the surname appear 
in records: Shanaberger, Shanebarger, Shoneberger, Shénenberger. 


SHINABARGER — SHINABERRY 


The first record of a SHINABARGER is for John Shinabarger who is reported as moving from Virginia into 
Knox County Ohio in 1805 before settling in Mohican County Ohio by 1809. It is believed John was born about 
1764 in Virginia. In early records we see his surname as interchangeable with Shinaberry (John Shinabery 
participated on a jury in Knox County in 1808; John married his second spouse in 1820 as a Shineberry; 1823 
John applied for a deed as a Shinneberry; his eldest son Jacob is listed as a Shinaberry in 1815 tax records). 
John’s Will is as a Shinabarger and that spelling (other than errors attributed to misspellings) becomes standard 
for the family descendants who moved into Porter County, IN beginning 1835. Most early Shinabargers were 
farmers. 


And because pathways in family research is never smooth, John Shinabarger’s son Joseph died in Porter County 
IN in 1882 and his gravestone is engraved as Shanabarger. His name is never seen but as a variation of 
Shinabarger, but one has to wonder where that mistake came from. 


The first records of the surname SHINABERRY are found in Virginia. The Virginia Shinaberrys stem from 
Jacob Shinaberry born around 1760. The name, in early records, can be seen as Shinneberger. Jacob may have 
been born in PA (only record is 1880 census when son Peter states his parents born in PA). He may have 
remained in PA a short time before removing to Virginia in about 1800 (parts became West Virginia). The 
Shinaberrys were farmers. 


Michael SHINABERRY was born about 1773 in Virginia (children referenced parents born in VA in 1880 
census). In 1800-1801 he located in Lancaster PA and in 1805 he arrived in Knox County, Ohio where he is 
thought to have died by May 1809. His descendants mostly remained in and around Knox County. 


Catherine SHINABERRY was born about 1763 possibly in Augusta County, Virginia. In the 1880 census a 
daughter says her mother born VA, a second daughter stated she was born in Germany. Catherine’s marriage 
was (as related by a grandson) as Catherine Susanna Shinneberger/Shinnaberger to James Trimble in 1784 
Maryland (record not located). Her descendants remained in the area of Augusta and Highland counties 
Virginia. 


HYPOTHESIS: Dates, proximity and DNA matching strongly indicate these four people were siblings or first 
cousins sharing common parents or grandparents. At this time, I believe that couple is Mary Lyndon and a John 
Shinaberry. John Shinaberry, born about 1733-1740. He moved to Knox Co. OH in 1806 where he bought a 
farm and died 1807. His estate was settled naming a wife Mary. Little verification has been found this. 


Testing male descendants of the three male siblings (Jacob, John and Michael), Y-DNA supports they are all 
descended from a common ancestor. The man who is the most recent common ancestor of this R - FT 165089 
group of Shinabarger/Shinaberry is estimated to have been born around 1789 (probably at least 50 years earlier). 
Autosomal matches are numerous and connect Catherine Susanna Shinaberry Trimble to these men. 


At this time, I am unable to connect the Shinabarger/Shinaberry nor the Shanabarger lines with the Schénberger 
line discussed here. 


Variations on surname: Shinnebarger, Shinnabarger, Shinabery, Shinaberry, Shinebarger 


SCHONBERGER 


Balthasar Schonberger is recorded as arriving into Philadelphia, PA in 1732. This family is well documented. 
Records from descendants and the Shenberger Report published 1946 indicate this family settled in York 
County, PA around the town of Windsor. His son John died there in 1799. Many of the family dates and 
baptisms are recorded at Conejohela, Canadochly and in York County. 


DNA testing: One must always take into account non-planned events occurring. However, two males who claim 
they are descended from this line have tested Y-DNA and neither would be related to the other lines discussed 
here. Their haplogroup is T-M70. 


Autosomal DNA matching is also not seen. There is only one instance that is a 10cM match with a cousin, 
however, I am inclined to think the connection in York County PA is inaccurate or the match is through a 
marriage or just random. Otherwise, of the several DNA tests examined, no one is linking to this York County 
Schonberger/Shenberger line. 


There is also a Kunkle County, OH Shinabarger line that settled into Northampton Co. PA by 1810. The 
patriarch is thought to be Johan Heinrich Schoneberger who could be in the Philadelphia Co. PA records in 
1764, and his son Friederich Shoneberger was born 1754. They are found in the 1800 census for Upper Mount 
Bethel in Northampton Co. (one descendant referenced the family originated from the Netherlands and arrived 
into New York). The son of Friederich is George Peter born 1794 in Northampton and is noted as a Shinebarger 
in Williams Co. OH in 1860 and is buried as a Shinabarger in 1866 Kunkle, Williams Co. OH. George’s son 
John married Mary Ann Kunkle. Family remained around Williams County and generally use the name 
Shinabarger. 


Three descendants of this family have tested Y-DNA. The male Shinabarger shows a haplogroup of I and 
therefore would not link his line with either of the other two haplogroups tested (R and T). Further, his ethnicity 
is reflecting French, Italian and Scottish influences with very little Germanic Europe at 5%. 


Two female descendants have tested autosomal (AGu, YSM), also trace back to Kunkle’s George Peter 
Shinabarger and neither have shown a connection to any of our other Shinabarger/Shinaberry lines but not to 
each other. One female, a 1C shares 601cM with our male tester. The second female who tested shows more 


Germanic ethnicity at 29%, but no relationship to the first male and female pair; one match with a male 4C but 
none with any of our other S lines. 


These results are very convoluted, possibly showing that one line is not descended from George Peter. Either 
way, showing the lack of results matching with others, I would conclude, as yet, there appears no connection 
with any of the other S lines. If I ventured a guess, I would say this line might go back to the earlier 
Schonberger line. However, without male from the second line who would test Y-DNA, there is no way to 
verify anything. At this time, regardless of the surname, we do not connect to the Kunkle Shinabargers. 


Variations on surname: Schoenberger, Schenberger, Shenberger 


SHELLENBERGER 


This large family can be traced from their migration from near Zurich Switzerland into Germany then to North 
America with immigrant Ulrich Schallenberger arriving as early as 1727. Others arrived through the 1750s. 
They are well documented but very hard to sort out. 


I have never seen a DNA connection to Shellenberger. Lines appear throughout Montgomery, Berks and 
Lancaster counties PA. There is confusion keeping the children untangled. Michael Shellenberger appears in 
Berks County PA in 1787, unknown when he arrived but by at least 1772. His Will is dated 1800 and names 
wife and children who remain in Berks County. There is a second Michael Shallenberger who arrives in 1842 
and settles in Lawrence County, PA. Have not connected these two Michael’s as yet. There is a second 
Shellenbarger (the spell surname “...barger) family which is in Richland County Ohio and these families are 
confused. I do think these families are linked to each other except possibly in Germany. 


Neither branch of the families appear as matches with our line. The rare instance when there was a very small 
cM match, I believe it is the Ohio family and they have married a. Parr who could have triggered the match. I 
don’t believe Shellenbaerger/Shellenbarger is a Y-DNA match to the other families. 


Even though one source referenced two land records in 1785 which used the spelling of Shelleberry, I find no 
link to this family, DNA or otherwise. 


Variations on surname: Schennenberger, Shellenbarger, Shallenberger/Shallenbarger, 


CONCLUSION: There never seems to be a conclusion. Family connections remain elusive. Perhaps our testers 
have not inherited enough autosomal DNA. Inheritance is in a range of 25% from each of 4 grandparents, 
12.5% from great-grandparents, 6.25% from 2X great-grandparents, etc. It is random and one sibling could 
inherit a segment of DNA from a 2X great-grandparent while another sibling does not. I am looking for a 5X 
and 6X great-grandparent. 


It will require the discovery of paper records: baptism, death, marriage, Will.... 


I continue to search for the ancestor who will link John Shinabarger 1764 to Shanabarger and Shinaberry. There 
is no doubt in my mind that these three surnames share a common ancestor. 


Patricia Bunyard 
April 2023 


